Paragraph Rubric

	
	Category and Weight
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Organization & Content
                    /5
	Main/Topic Idea Sentence (1)
	Main/Topic idea sentence is unclear and incorrectly placed, and is not restated in the closing sentence
	Main/Topic idea sentence is unclear and incorrectly placed, and is restated in the closing sentence
	Main/Topic idea sentence is unclear and incorrectly placed, and is restated in the closing sentence
	Main/Topic idea sentence is clear, correctly placed, and is restated in the closing sentence

	
	Supporting Detail Sentences (2)
	Paragraph has no supporting detail sentences that relate back to the main idea
	Paragraph has one to two supporting detail sentences that relates back to the main idea.  Details are simplistic and lack elaboration
	Paragraph has two to three supporting detail sentences that relate back to the main idea
	Paragraph has three or more supporting detail sentences that relate back to the main idea.  Details are elaborate and thorough

	
	Closing Sentence (1)
	Paragraph ends with narration
	Paragraph ends with a descriptive image
	Paragraph ends with a memorable image or expression
	Paragraph ends with a striking image and expression

	
	Logic, fluidity, and Coherence of Ideas (1)
	Ideas are a series of random points and lacks logic and coherence
	Ideas are somewhat logical and coherent
	Ideas are logical, coherent and generally support the main idea
	Ideas are effective, well organized, logical and coherent.  The paragraph flows and contains transitions.

	Mechanics

                    /5
	Diction/Style (1)
	Diction and style inappropriate to the audience are used
	Diction and style appropriate to the audience are used inconsistently
	Diction and style appropriate to the audience are used consistently
	Diction and style appropriate to the audience are used effectively

	
	Grammar & Spelling (2)
	Several major and minor errors are evident, and often interfere with the reader’s understanding
	A few major and minor errors are evident, and occasionally interfere with the reader’s understanding
	Some minor errors are evident, but do not interfere with the reader’s understanding
	A few minor errors are evident, but do not interfere with the reader’s understanding

	
	Clarity and Phrasing (2)
	Several major and minor phrasing challenges are evident, and often interfere with the reader’s understanding
	A few major and minor phrasing challenges are evident, and occasionally interfere with the reader’s understanding
	Some minor phrasing challenges are evident, but do not interfere with the reader’s understanding
	A few minor phrasing challenges are evident, but do not interfere with the reader’s understanding


TOTAL

/10
